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CAVERSHAM MOTOR RACEWAY 

Grievance 
MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan) [9.20 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Lands and relates to the future 
of the Caversham Motor Raceway. I want to provide a bit of background and also outline the current situation 
with the Caversham Motor Raceway, which is in my electorate.  

The Caversham Motor Raceway was the Western Australian base of the United States Air Force during World 
War II. It has been used as a motor race venue since 1946. Throughout its history it has been the venue for some 
very significant motor racing events. The Victory Grand Prix was held there. It was the first motor race held 
post-World War II, and it was conducted in front of a crowd of 60 000 people. That represented nearly 
10 per cent of the population of WA at that time. It was also the venue for two Australian Grand Prix—in 1957 
and 1962. Up to 30 000 people attended to watch those Australian Grand Prix being held here in Caversham, 
Western Australia. At the time, some very famous drivers drove around that very famous track, including Jack 
Brabham—of course, now Sir Jack Brabham—Bruce McLaren, Lex Davidson and Stan Jones. Currently, 
Caversham Motor Raceway is home to the Vintage Sports Car Club of Western Australia. Many people in this 
chamber may have attended the grand prix in 1957 and 1962. Of course, I did not, but the member for Mindarie 
recalls being there. The place has a lot of history.  

The issue now for Western Australia is the future of the site. The location of Caversham Motor Raceway 
includes the old “D” racing circuit; the straight, which was also the landing field for the air base during World 
War II; and some buildings that actually were the radio transmitter buildings used for many years of its history. 
There is a lot of history on the site.  

The proposal currently before government, which has been before the Western Australian Planning Commission, 
is to turn this site into a housing development. We all know that there is a need for more housing throughout the 
suburbs and throughout Western Australia generally, but the current proposal is to preserve some of the existing 
site for Bush Forever and for some of it to be turned into a housing development. As I understand it, this is 
currently before the Western Australian Planning Commission as part of the Albion district structure plan.  

Eighteen months ago the Vintage Sports Car Club put forward quite a creative proposal. That proposal included 
incorporating some special assets of the raceway into the proposed housing development. It included, for 
example, preserving the existing racetrack and the existing buildings. Not only would it help accommodate the 
need for greater housing throughout the area, but it also would preserve our history. I think that is very 
important. However, the proposal was rejected by the WAPC and so far has been rejected by the state 
government. The proposal would help preserve the raceway. The plan for the whole region was to incorporate 
the public open space, which is required as part of the regional plan, into the Caversham district. It was a very 
good proposal. Currently, houses will be demolished south of the Caversham raceway to accommodate public 
open space when clearly there is an opportunity to incorporate that public open space in the Albion district 
structure plan.  

A proposal was also put forward to name the suburb Brabham, to recognise the efforts and achievements of 
Sir Jack Brabham over many decades. The current response from the Minister for Planning is that part of the “D” 
circuit will remain in the Bush Forever part of the site. However, it will not be preserved in any capacity to be 
used as a racing site. The straight, which is known as the Australian Grand Prix Straight, is to be in a sense 
demolished and will become Henley Brook Avenue. The airfield radio transmitter base is set to be demolished. 
Those buildings currently house the Vintage Sports Car Club of Western Australia.  

There is an agreement to rename a part of the Bush Forever site the Sir Jack Brabham Reserve. A week and a 
half ago the Minister for Lands and I attended what was a very good day out at Caversham—the Caversham 
Race Day. It was a celebration of vintage cars. There were representatives from car groups across the 
metropolitan area as well as from across Western Australia. It was very well attended—about 5 000 people were 
there. Sir Jack and Lady Brabham were there. At that event I realised the importance of someone like Sir Jack in 
Australia’s history, and the level of support that people in the community still have for Sir Jack. There were 
cameras and there were people lining up for autographs. Caversham Motor Raceway is a very special place to 
Western Australia.  

I know that the Minister for Lands is deeply supportive of the Vintage Sports Car Club. We need to work with 
the state government to get it more involved to ensure that we preserve the Caversham raceway for our history. 
There are a number of great options that could be achieved at Caversham; for example, we could incorporate 
some of the history, and intelligence and wisdom of Vintage Sports Car Club members. We could incorporate 
that in some of the local schools, and possibly incorporate a motor trade training area into the secondary school 
there. There are so many different options. I think that basically destroying this history so that Western 
Australians in the future cannot appreciate and support how special a place this is would be a tragedy for 
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Caversham and a tragedy for Western Australia. I seek the Minister for Lands’ support in lobbying the state 
government to preserve more of this site to ensure that the community in the future can appreciate the history of 
the Caversham Motor Raceway.  

MR B.J. GRYLLS (Central Wheatbelt — Minister for Lands) [9.26 am]: I thank the member for West Swan 
for the grievance. It was a great privilege to be at the Caversham racetrack last weekend to enjoy the festivities to 
celebrate its great part in the history of motor sport in Western Australia. I know of Mr Speaker’s great love of 
motor sport. I am sure that he would understand the great passion and commitment of the lovers of motor sport 
in Western Australia and the quite significant historical aspect of our motor sport history.  

The member for West Swan has outlined some of the events behind the 1957 and 1962 Australian Grand Prix 
events. She made me think what it would have been like in those days. In and around the celebration on 15 
November there were many old cars on display. They were very brave drivers who undertook grand prix racing 
in those days, probably without some of the safety mechanisms that we have today.  

As someone who also has some involvement with the Vintage Sports Car Club of Western Australia, I think 
what it is trying to achieve has some merit. All Western Australians like to see us do whatever we can to 
maintain our history and our heritage. Certainly in terms of motor sport, this is a very important area. Planning 
has been completed for the Albion housing subdivision under the Department of Housing. I understand that 
structure plans are now being considered by the Western Australian Planning Commission. The event held on 
15 November, and some of the correspondence I have seen, warrants us at least having another look at what we 
might be able to do. There has been some work done to maintain part of the racetrack and to name the reserve 
the Sir Jack Brabham Reserve. I think that it may be possible to have a further look at how we can maintain 
heritage aspects of that part of Western Australia’s motor racing industry.  

This issue crosses over many portfolios, including those of the Minister for Housing and Works, who is in the 
chamber, and the Minister for Planning, obviously. I have spoken to the member for Swan Hills, who is the 
adjacent local member and was also in attendance at the celebration on 15 November. He also believes that 
government should take another look at this process. I thank the member for Swan Hills for — 

Mr F.A. Alban: The Swan Valley already is a well-known tourism locality. To add another dimension of racing 
tourism will not hurt the region. Tourism is already there; the racing aspect will complement it. Once it is gone, 
it is gone. If we try to shortcut this, it will not attract the numbers of people, including international and certainly 
interstate visitors, that we could get. The Swan Valley itself needs the Caversham Motor Raceway there because 
it is another dimension. The Swan Valley is not just about wine. It will be a fantastic addition to what the valley 
can offer.  

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: The member for West Swan is a very passionate advocate of this issue and has raised it with 
me on a number of occasions as the local member and someone with good engagement with the local club. In 
government, it seems that once a process has started, it is hard to turn it around. However, there is an opportunity 
to look at this. The Vintage Sports Car Club of WA has put some alternative plans on the table to preserve the 
track in its entirety. I have dealt with many innovative property developers and there is the possibility of 
developing a residential subdivision in and around the track. Some of the historical aspects of this location could 
also be considered.  

Mrs M.H. Roberts: That is something that I asked the then Department of Housing and Works to do about 18 
months ago, and it has been looking at it and developing some plans. It will be interesting to see what happens.  

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: There is interest from both sides of Parliament for a closer look at this. It is a fantastic part 
of our history and I am sure that all members would support the community having a master plan that takes into 
account the historical significance of the two Australian Grand Prix that were held on the Caversham racetrack. 
On the back of interest from the member for West Swan and other members, I will talk with Gary Prattley at the 
Western Australian Planning Commission, the Minister for Planning and the Minister for Housing and Works to 
see if we can take another step toward preserving some of the historical significance of the Caversham racetrack. 
I very much support the notion, on anniversaries and other important events, of being able to have those cars out 
there again. It is wonderful to recall some of Australia’s motor racing history. Australians love their motor 
racing, and this represents a very important part of it. The ability to see those cars, maybe not racing but at least 
parading around the old track, could add a large degree of interest to motor racing. I understand the wish for the 
suburb to be named Brabham, rather than Albion, as it is at the moment; that is something that can be 
considered.  

This grievance covers multiple ministers, and a lot of work has been done. However, I think government will 
commit to taking another look at this to see what we can do, given the interest shown by multiple members 
across the chamber. I thank the member for West Swan for raising this issue. It is an important issue, and as we 
often find, if we do not fight for our heritage when we have it, it is difficult to get it back once it is gone. Maybe 
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the Minister for Heritage can also be involved in taking a closer look at this. I thank the member for West Swan 
for the grievance.  
 


